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honest the most insidious and subtle of th P ^i«^ -, 

T.oosky lod a Leninist struggle against the Stalinist re 
JL ™i/°? many yGarS thG ^° tsk ^ -ove m ent Soughout " 

.entire r^ U T th J S myth ' haS acted ae SfS2n 
5'fif i .attraction for the revolutionary workers who 

lut?n. S . JeCtlYely WUh Staliniem and seek a new re 
lutionary movement, and to a lesser degree f or Ime^ 

pellJdTlr T" n gene - X — ^arl/h" rt 
^: m /• th ° Stalin °^ni Z ations. Upon falling into 
the Irotsjry trap, these workers, who under a ^enninf 
Leninist leadership would have formed^, tarSw a 

etotedliJf.f T*' *""** found twelves * 
shunted directly and indirectly into support of Stalinism. 



IV 1 U L L E T I N has Presented over a period of 
££%? 1 th0r ° + US \ and "M^-ltod exposure of ?hTp B eSd£ 
r.i~ S ^f lst character of the Trotsky movement! Is 
part of this work, THE BULLETIN has run a 
section called THE THOTSiCT SCHOOL OE EALSIEIcSloTin 
Trotsk? T/t VaT , iQt l ° f thG dece Ptions perpetrated by 
h enel 1S / ie : enantS ' the ° ann ° ns and Shachtmans, 

ion of Ltf? e • ?r SSnt P^^cation is a collect! 

ion of articles originally published in THE BULLETIN in 
this section. Dealing in the main with the mst rf fhl 

ZT^VeTT 7 ' ^ mo f ^ SCH00L °* ™^ of e 

T^otskvlte if ? T "^ t0 thQ str ^ le against the 
w " H B r n rTff ^ opportunist practices 

": P C : + ,;, H B BULLETIN constantly bares. 1 

Sato of[ h TTl C ^ QTStandim ° f thG opportunist 
^LtLc.^ t y movement requires a knowledge of 
its historical background as the source of its -orient 
day reactionary policies. present- 
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TROTSEY AND THE LEGEND. OF- "LENIN'S MANTLE" 



TROTSKY has asserted categorically 
that at every stage in the 

■ struggle of Lenin against Stalinism, 
^ Lenin sought my support and found 
it' r (Suppressed Testament of Lenin, 
p. 32>. Trotsky further maintained 
that Lenin, incapacitated by illness, 
entrusted to him the leadership of the 
fight against Stalinism (See .MY LIFE, 
pp. 482-3), and that he accepted this 

■ leadership and faithfully carried it 
out. Indeed, it is as the his tori c 
continuer of Lenin's proposed 'battle 
against Stalinism < that Trotsky 
presented himself to the; workers. 

In one place in his autobiography 
(dated 1929), Trotsky stated that L e n- . 
in intended him to be-- the successor to 
Lenin's post of chairman of the Soviet 
of People's Commissars: 

"Lenin suggested that "I think 
over the organization end of the 
question. He planned to create a 
commission attached to the Central 
Committee for fighting bureaucracy. 
We were both to be members. This 

committee was essentially to be a 
lever for breaking up the Stalin 
taction as the backbone' ' of the 
bureaucracy, and for creating such 
^itions in the party as w^T? 
aiipw _me to become Lenin ' g _ deputy" 
|5£ §5. fee intended, his succt^r 
iP.thep_ost of chairman ojfth^~^T 
j&|£ TT g§ £eoplets Cjwmiis^iH^pr 
(MY LIFE, p. 479. Our^mpIaTisTy 

Irom Trotsky's statement we see that ' 
Iain's intention to have' Trotskv the' 

^tsky the Um £gf Q f « jo give. 



against Stalinism. Trotsky knew, of 

..this intention of Lenin's from his 

personal negotiations with him during 

.the period of L e nin»s illness in 

1922-1923. 

Amongst the party tops of that 
period this, intention of Lenin's was 
quite well known. In 1924, Max last- 
man, acquainted with some of the lead- 
ers of the. already Stalinized party of 
the S.U. ,- also learned of Lenin's in- 
tention,. ■ In his book, SINCE LENIN 
LIED, Eastman revealed this, intention 
in addition to many .facts- about the 
Stalinist conspiracy to usurp power 
and to destroy Trotsky as a political 
•power. ... 

How remote. Trotsky actually was 
• irom accepting -Lenin's offer of con- 
, ducting. a fight against Stalinism is 
clearly shown by the fact that, as a 
gesture of what he himself termed 
peacemaking and- conciliation toward 
the Stalin clique, Trotsky publicly 
repudiated . all of Eastman's authentic 
exposures of Stalin and his gang of 
conspirators. Eastman's revelation 
that L e mn intended Trotsky as his 
successor to the post of chairman of 
the People's Commissars was amongst 
the facts denied by Trotsky in his 
slanderous .assault on Eastman; 

"Eastman is again wrong in as- 
serting that Comrade Ieni n 
offered me the post of chairman to. 
the council of People's Commissars, 
and of the Council for Labour and 
. Defence,-..! W f this- for the 
iirst time from Eastman's book." 
19250 ^ Inprecorr » s °Pt- 5. 
Trotsky presents two contradictory, 
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with the aeo 

Vdivani group, and made, ready to 

mclish Stalin politically and org a ni 2ap . 

ti onally. At the sarr '° tirne Leniri no- 
tified Trotsky not to make oonprpc&Bas 
Pith Stalin S3S& ££ a correct ft^ 
fq leave no thrad of doubt as to""how 
he fell toward Stalin, Lenin in a'Xefc. 
Ifarch 6, 1923 broke off all re- 
lations with •*-• &" «ha* sigalfeu 
canoe, therefore, was Tro'tsky'a "str:< 
and" "inexplicable" statement to Kanv 

iay whan Lenin' broke rel a ~ 
Stalin, of which Trotsky 
was irn - itely ed", that "I am 

.ir.st reraovin Stalin. . . > w (My Life. 
p. 486)? 
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for 



the Twelfth 

„hlch Lonw «oto -i th0 

letter on. the fctxoaa Ij^ ^ he 

"^VT^noval^ Stalin from his 
pl Tto- taor ta h o. complete expose 

post,togc^aei wo. Questions: 

of .the Stalin clique on all quo 

..Lenin was now preparing not only 
1,0X1 (ji^;,, f r0 ;:i his post 01 

to remove S^aim iroui ^ i 

general secretory, bat to disqualify 
t im before the party as J^* °* 
the auestion of monopoly ox ^ re1 ^ 
trade, on the national question, on 
the auestion of the regime in the 
prrtv, of the' workers-peasants i»* 
section, and of the commission of 
1 control, he was preparing to deliver 
" 'AT THE TWELFTH CONGRESS a crashing 
'■ blow at Stalin as personifying bu- 
reaucracy, L. the mutual shielding 
among officials, arbitrary rale and 
general rudeness." (L. Trotsky, My 
" Life, pf>. 480- U My emphasis,' S.E.B.) 

Due to his. illness, Lenin was unable 
to appear at the- Congress. ' Lenin's 
"bomb" against Stalin was 'entrusted to 
Trotsky, On March 16,- 1923, Lenin's 
secretary wrote Trotsky and Eamenev 
(then president of the Politburo), an 
official communication stating that 
Lenin authorized Trotsky to defend Le- 
nin's position at the Twelfth Congress. 
(L. Trotsky, The Stalin School of Fal- 
sification, p. 70) 

For the Twelfth Congress, there- 
,, there were two diametrically op- 
posed, mutually exclusive lines: one, 
that of ' the Stalin gang aimed at eu- 
rocrat ically usurping power; the other, ' 
the liae proposed by Lenin and entrust- 
ed to iro.sky to carry out the -ooliti- 
col and organisational destruction of 
tto Stalin faction. A close •' ..■ study 

2 n ^; ca \ faGte —i s ^t at 

f 2 ?° ngr r S Trotsk ^ ^stead 
u£% t^f* U B *** B la Stali^ 

mrl £^*"** hiG ^served 
. Port to Stalin and the Stalinist 

* tio Xn5£ IVco^gT T -*3 ' 

LiclcB of S siS? 5 ? ! ! ° f a11 the 
■Ittw. . S ^Uaist Central Com- 
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'•The XII Party Congress *a t t 
first conducted witl 
A13 the resolutions of 
Congress were passed unani 
When the Party Congresi 
the general resolution on th( 
cr of the Central Conmittee 
a" ' single abstention or cor. 
voice; ' all the delegates arose and 
sang the 'International.' All fait 
the historic significance of 
moment." (Die Internationale, June 
1, 1923, p. 325) 

Zinoviev, Stalin's ally in the 
Troika, proclaimed with regard to this 
Congress"" All our resolutions have been 
adopted unanimously." (Pravda, April 
26/ 1923). 

The Stalin gang was victorious be- 
cause Trotsky did not carry forward 
the line entrusted to him by Lenin. 
That victory was ps ible, that vie-* 
tory was in Trotsky* s hands during the 
neriod of preparations for the Twelfth 
Congress is admitted by Trotsky him- 
self. 

"And what .is more, I have no do- 
that if I had come forward on the 
eve ' of the twelfth congress" in the 
spirit of a 'bloc of Lenin'and Trot- 
sky.' . against the Stalin bureaucracy, 
I should have i)eeii victorious even 
if Lenin, had- taken no direct part 
in the struggle." (L. Trotsky, Hf 
Life, p. U81) r 

"If I had come forward," says 
Trotsky, thereby clearly indicating 
that he did not do so. Trotsky's «#* 
coming forward- with Lenin's line 
■ carry it forward to the victory '■:- 
was in his, hands was precisely 
piece of treachery that "made the ^ : " 
tor " of Stalinism -possible. With I 
nin's line buried by Trotsky at J 
twelfth Congress, • the Stalinist 
of= usurpation of power in the w> 
state became the dominating keyn> w 
txie new epoch that has set in, 
Pooh of the Stalinist censpt 
1 *° tsi 3" ! s be tra yal of L o nin ' s li ' \ . 
Ot the workers in favor of w - 
to work in harmony with W 
clique became at; the same tiao < 




pence of post-Leninist, pro-Stalinist 
Trotskyism. MM* • 

Like the competent criminals they 
are, the Trotskyite Eurocrats are care- 
ful to divert attention f Bom the scene ' 
of their crimes. If the workers ima- 
gine that the Twelfth Congress was a 
Leninist affair it will not even, enter . 
their mind that this was precisely the 
occasion ojxiwhichi' ethe v ^Bt.\iaarphip of 
and the Stalin clique was of- 
established in the development 
Stalinist defeneration of the 
state. One of the milestones.., 
of the Trotskyite system of treachery' 
will therefore remain cancealed, .". and 
the role of Trbtsky as an ally jf the 
Stalinist clique will-" 1 remain unexposed. 

Naturally^ if the workers 1 ^iye 



Trotsky 
ficially 
of the 
workers 



^kvltl^ 1 7 they Can 8ee ^om the TrS 
-myites' mconsistenoioo f\^4. ■,-, 

not Leninist at She twelfth U^l" 
teenth Congresses ln ££*« ** £ 
Uvely participated. It i B £**££ 
to cover up for Trotsky's M tuSZ 

T, t °T ^ the ^^^ Confess 
llll ^ Cn ^ an f ° r g00d mea ^e t £r ; s 
even the Thirteenth Congress into fee 
Leninist category. me 

km* c^ e . gam ! ° f COilce aling Trotsky's"" 
f !^? a ii nist role °"en forces the 
Trotskyites to the point where tiey 
forget that they should consult each 
other in order, at least, to peddled 
lie consistently; ■ 

S. S. Benson '■ 
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D USING the hearings of the "Dewey 
Commission,"" 'Trotsky was cpiestion- 
ed concerning his denial of Lenin* s 
Testament.. Trotsky alleged that DIS- 
CIPLINE TO THE PARTY motivated him to 
'Din the Stalin gang in lying about the 
-athehticity of Lenin's Testament. The 
"Commissioner" Stolberg, referring to 
Trotsky's denial of the Testament 
asked Trotsky: "In other words, you 
~ did that from the point of view of 
Party discipline?" And Trotsky replied; 
"Yes." (The Case of Leon Trotsky, 
p. 430.) It is necessary to investig- 
ate this story of Trotsky's that in . 
denying the existence of Lenin's Test- 
ament he was impelled by his adherence' 
to "Party discipline," : •' 

The crux of this entire matter is 
the question:- To whom was Trotsky be- 
ing loyally disciplined when he denied 
the existence of Lenin's Testament? To 
Wnandtoe workerSj or ^ ^ 

<*& his gang of burocratic connivers? 

a blot en S ,S T T t3 ™ nt **■ ^tended as 

S^Lr aSain ' 8t the ^sloyal ; General 
secretary and' th P >,«„„„ -u • ■ T wu "erai 

-cMnutlnf wet Zllfl^ 00 ^ 
•'b' State, what was it tw ? W ° rk - 
of Trotsky that J! ?** dojna nded 

"*** It wat \h?\ T 7 Lenin ' s Tqs ^ 

« >i* oolSoS orf ^h 1 SUUn 
tnis service of £!* , ich dQ1 *anded 
^ v nrotL.:" 0t ^; Stali ni8n 

against Lonin'g- . 



TBQTSKY "TEACHES", 1 

PABTY DISCIPLINE . 

"It was to no honest worker that Trot- 
sky- was being disciplined. It was to 
Stalinism that Trotsky was so loyal. 
This kind of loyal' discipline — loyal 
discipline to a pack of renegades — 
will be. understood by every honea^ 
worker as nothing but renegacy. 
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The disloyal Stalin clique was by 
1922 already in control of the Central 
Committee of the Party and of the 
country in general,, as Trotsky, himself 
relates: 

"They became, Zlnoviev and Kamen- 
ev — with Stalin they created the 
so-called 'Troika,' or Triumvirate, 
which was the directing body of the 
Central Commit toe of the Party and 
of the country during the period 
from the; end of 1922 to 1925." (She 
Case of Leon Trotsky, p. 77.) 

Let no one imagine that Trotsky first 
learned about the treachery of the 
Stalin gang whilo he was in exile in 
Mexico. He. knew about Stalinist 
treachery and about Lenin* s line 
a !o? St Stalin ism whila Lonin was 
+ tz alive ' s P Q aking of the period 
at the end of 1922, Trotsky writes: 

"Lenin's intentions now **# 
quite clear to me; by taking tW 
example of Stalin's policy he war* 
ed to expose to the party, and rtf* 
i0 ssly, the danger of the burea 1 - 
ratio transformation of the dict^. 
. °rshi p .» (My Life, p . 484.) 

She danger created by the Stal** 1 
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AVSLI YESUKIIEE was for years one 
of foe most loyal of Stalin 1 s 
hancbioen. Since the origin of foe ^ 
Stalinist conspiracy and up to foe 
Very day he fell in dis&avor with foe 
powerful Usurper, Yenukidze shared in 
Stalin's criuies. A Georgian hiraelf, 
having some influence ,in Georgia, lie 
used it to aid gtalin in framing up 
and bending to their doom aany ' revolu- 
tionists, among tnem Maivani and 
2inzadse the leading Bolsheviks In 
Georgia who' were supported "by Lenin 
against Stalin on the National Ques- 
tion. Yenukidse actively participated 
in making Trotsky a scapegoat. He 
voted for Trotsky's expulsion from foe 
Party and later aided Stalin to exile 
TrotSiSy to Alma Ata, conee^uen t ly 
helping Stalin to exile Trotsky fros 
foe Soviet Union. Together with Stal- 
in, ■ this renegade and-' cutthroat deci- 
mated, exiled, wiped out in blood 
thousands of anti-Stalinist workers. 
On the international field, Yenuiddze 
helped Stalin to betray the German, 
Chinese and other workers. He did not 
stay his hand at the blackest deeds in 
tne service Of the Stalinist degener- 
ation. - 

The true character of this man 
was no mystery to Trotsky and the 
Trots jsy.ite leaders. In Ms introduc- 
tion to Trotsky's work, The S_t ali.i i 
L. .-.hool of Falsification p. xvl , -'ax 
Shacht-ran correctly describes 

Yenukidze as loyal servitor of foe 
Stalinist hurooracy: 

"Aveli Yenukidse, who succeeded 
- Lutovinov in his post, and retained 
it for sore than a dBcade, was sud- 
denly removed in 1935 and imprison- 



ed—with the whispered charges 

that this man, who had been so. 
loyal a_ S ervitor o_£_ the, bureaucracy 
-- years, had participated in the 
tslot to kill 3. M, Kirov," Qfr- 
emphasis — R*B»J 



and his lieutenants 

soft spot for every 



But Trotsky 
seem to have a 

Stalinist flunkey, who, victim of his 
own criminality, ■ is finally grojnd 
dov.n by the iron heel of the Master* 
Thus", when Tenukidse, having assisted 
Stalin to frame Zincviev and Eamenev, 
paid with his own life, Shachtman :sade 
an amazing "discovery": 

"Aveli Yenukidze, another old 

revolutionist whose whole lifj. was 

"given to the cause of the yorkinp; 

class ." tSocialiat Appeal, December 

1937. !-V emphasis - E*E.) 

Wl^h a stroke of the pen, Shachtman 
converts Yenukidze from a rsnegade sfco 
srent years in Stalin's bloody serv- 
ices into a person "irtiose whole, life 
was given to the cause of the working 
class ." 

However, no amount of crocodile 
tears can hlur the decades-I o ng 
countar-revolutionary record of foe 
old traitor Yenukidze; just as no 
amount of ink' can conceal the fact 
that' Trotsky, at one time a revolu- 
tionist, became a Stalinist traitor to 
Lonin and the proletariat as far b .: 
as 1921-1923. And no amount cf 

lying can change the truth that Trot- 
skyisn is but a political branch Of 
the House of Stalin and Co. 
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OT only to revolutionary work- 
ers, but even to average persons 
there is hardly anything more imprea- 
eive in the pronounc errant a of politi- 
cal figures than their ability to icako 
correct prognoses of the future course 
of development of historical events. 
Indeed, if anything, there is a ten- 
dency to overestimate the significance 
of such prognoses, for they do not in 
these elves prove* the QorrectnQBs of a 
political system. All the founders of 
iiarxiom at one time or another made 
inaccurate prognoses, yet their poli- 
tical system Is the only one true for 
tho working class. There ie nothing 
particularly reprehensible about mak- 
ing false prognoses and predictions, 
for genuine loaders of the working 
class, who must of necessity be honest, 
will acknowledge and mend their errors* 
An effort to conceal or deny ftilse 
prognoses, on the other hand,, is a 
mark of the oharlatan and opportunist, 
and a policy of assuring tho workers 
that predictions and analyses which 
history disproved are correct Is a 
true sign of conscious deception. 



H the voluminous writings of 
^ Leon Trotalty* even if one oon^ 
fines onsself to the period of Stalin- 
ism from 1933 on, one will find a host 
of prognoses dealing with major prob- 
lems of politics. Some of them are 
correct, some are false. It is not 
tho degree of accuracy of Trotsky's 
prognoses in itself that v& are con- 



es rnsd with here* Wo deal here with 

the attitude of the Trotskyist leader- 
ship toward' these prognoses j for in 
this attitude there is to be found a 
measure of the political morals of tho 
Trotsky lot leadership* . That Trot sir 
,made false prognoses oA "'major politi- 
cal problems can be easily estabii-sW* 
We. shall first list a number of thtro 
and then cite the attitude of the 
Trots lyi at leadership toward them. 
Whether that attitude is one charact- 
eristic of genuine working class lead- 
ers or of opportunists will b e 
self- evident. 
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N the period of ths rule of ttie 
" Tr i o , f>t al in~Z inov i e v-Kamen ev , the 
greatest political problem facing the 
oapitaliote was the profound revolu- 
tionary crisis in Germany in 1933, To 
the inrrflasursable. detriment of the 
working class, the leadership of the 
German Communist Party was already 
Stalinised and pur suing a counter- 
revolutionary policy. The Trio's 
puppets in the German Party, Brandler 
and Thalheimer, following the ultrtir- 
Rightist course set down by the rene- 
gade Stalinist leadership of the 
Comintern, were participating in and 
supporting a bcurgeoie government con- 
sisting principally of social- 
democratic agents of German imperial- 
ism. Through this policy, tho Stalin- 
ist traitors wore stifling tho revolu- 
tionary upsurge of tho workers* 




IPs 

In October 1923, in a speech de- 
livered in public "before a meeting of 
Mob cow workers, Trotsky made the fol- 
lowing prognosis :- 

11 In this respect circumstance b 
favor the working class of Germany* 
They are ready for the struggle, 
and in order to act they must know 
that at their head stands a party 
ready to lead them from struggle to 
struggle and io final victor y... 
Events are developing as if accord- 
ing to a plan* If all the eigne cf 
the struggle do not deceive us we 
may expect that in. thg. nejajj, future 
E°W££ will. £0 over ig£p, the ha; id a. 
$£. ihj_ working claee ," Reported 
, l in Fravda on October 11 , 1933, and 
quoted as given her a in The Worker, 
U,S,A, , Dec* 1, 1923. My eiaphaais 

History is 'the witness to the utter 
falsity of this prognosis. The German 
working close, due to the treachery of 
Stalinism, was 9 mashed in October 1923. 
Fower regained in the hands of the 
bourgeoisie* 
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i'Oii the advent of Hitler to 
pov.erj Trot3i<y painted this rain- 
bow for the workers to gape at:- 

11 It would be patently stupid to 
believe that the subsequent evolu- 
tion of Gerrtiany will go the Italian 
road, that Hitler will strengthen 
his domination step o^ step without 
corious resistance* " (The Militant, 
April S, 1933*) 



Contrary to Trotsky's prognosis, Hit- 
ler strengthened hie domination step 
by step without serious resistance, 
indeed, with virtually no reeiet-.'.nce, 
for tho German masses were totally 
paralysed by their troaoherous leader- 
ship! 

■xho Trotsryite leaders gave 
"reasons" for their prognosis that the 
i*a«ia would aot be able to consolidate 
thoir dictatorship* It would seeta, 
according to the Trotskyiats, that the 
situation favored the Geruan workers, 



for they had at their head something 
to vfaich the Trotakyita leaders 
referred as a "most powerful Cpjs^niit 
party" :- 

"It is entirely unthinkable that 
the German working olass, millions 
strong, trained in the school of 
the class struggle for years, hav- 
ing at its head the meet powerful 
Cemnunist Fsic^f party in the world 
outside the" Soviet Union, will per- 
mit the Nasi assassins to remain in 
ower without a violent struggle. " 
Thj Militant, February 4, 1933,) 




x 



Although it was "e n t i r el y 
unthinkable," the German proletariat, 
for ma^y years in the clutches of the 
counter-revolutionary Social Democracy 
and Stalinism, was too demoralised end 
disoriented to put up a struggle 
against the tfasis* Again the Trotsky- 
let prognosis was utterly false • 



" 

T 

I N line with ths above prognosis 
■^and in the same period, Trotsky 

predicted that the German bourgeoisie 
would not hand over tho actual power 
to Hitler and hie Ilasi hordes. Trot- 
sky alleged that a move to hand over 
power to Hitler would provoke a civil 
wax with problematic outcome; 

"Ihore is no way of getting 

around ' without the Ilasis* But it 
is likewise impossible to give over 
to them the actual powor; today, 
the threat on the part of tho 
proletariat Is not bo acute that 
■ the* higher-ups should consciously 
provoke a civil war with problem- 
atic outcome," (Loon Trotsky, Th^ 
Militant, February 24, 1933.) 

It should be noted that this prognosis 
was made afte r Kitler: was alraody ap- 
pointed Chancellor! History again 
disproved Trotsky's predictions. On 
Juno 22, 1933, the Has is outlawed all 
political pr.r ties other than the 
National Socialist : : arty,. 5y August 
1934 tho cone olidat ion of all power in 

the hande of the Ilaais was symbolised 
in the elevation of Kitler to the 






position of "Ftirher. " 



pRIOH to Hitler's riss to power, 

Trotsky made a prognosis regar'd- 

ing the German workers* ability to 

fight the fascists. In Q aoetibsr Iffl l, 
Trot sly told the workers tils follow- 
ing: 

"We are uneh akably, '£C^JjlQS4 
that the "victor;- over tho Fascists 
is possible — not . if t#r their 
coming to power, net after five, 
ten or twenty yeers of their rule, 
but now , under thi alias condi tions, 
in the coming months 
(Gerr^iany! 'the Key- to 
national Situation, p. 31. My 
emphasis *■ J.C.H.) 



and '.Tasks* 11 
the Inter- 



The' "given o editions," both "now" 4tfid 
11 in the cosing months and- weeks, 11 were 
.tlioati of the control of the German 
proletarian vanguard- by the Stalinist" 
renegades and hy Social Democracy 



1i 

bourgeoisie can conquer power in no 
other way than by an armed uprising 
but also that tha proletariat of 
the "J.S.S.1U has not forfeited the 
POSSIBILITY of ■ submitting the 
bureaucracy to it, of reviving the 
party again and of totaling the 
rogir.e of the dictatorship — with- 
out a new revolution, with the 
methods and on the road of reform ." 
(Draft Tha uis of the International 
Left Opposition on the Ruseian 
Question, 1931, p, 36. Emphasis in 
the original • Cape ours — J.C.H,) 

This prognosis was another, myth* 
History irrefutably teaches that the 
deadly Stalinist cancer gnawing at the 
vitals of the Soviet Union* the buroc- 
r&tic regime of the dictatorship, and 
the po-ufirful lnetrwnent of this bur op- 
ratlc regime, "'the party/'' can be 
eliminated only through the' method of 
a new"' r e V o lut I on , a f or c lb le aoti on c y 
the workers. Along this 1 ine of 
"reforming" tho Stalin! sad' Soviet 
Union, Trotsky asserted emphatically 
■that the " Comintern" sufficed for the 
needs- of ths "Opposition" and that tho 
latter ' would' triumph in the 11 Cor;.in- 



Yet,, despite Trotsky's "unchakafcle tern*" Trotsky's prognosis was that- 



oonviction"' that under ojask conditions 
"the victory oyer the Pas cists is pos- 
sible," he again proved to be wrong. 
The g Ivan -c ond i % i ona pr a s eat ed ■ only ' a 
aura defeat for the masses and the ■ 
victory of Faccis:... 



r- OH years Trotsky taught tha 
workers to believe that it was 
possible to reform the Stalinised 
L, COi'ainttsrn" and set it back on the 
course the Comintern had under Lenin's 
leadership. Trotsky's thesis was that 
because tha Soviet Union is a T7orkora 
State, it was not necessary to destroy 
the Lstalintet regime and build a new 
aolahevik Party, for,he saidj it v/ae 
POSSIBLE to reform, the Stalinist 
organization into a Bolshevik body: 

"The recognition of tho present 
Soviet State as a workers 1 e tate 
not only signifies that the 



•**.• the Opposition, needs no 

■ other channel than that of the 

■ ■ Comintern* J7o one will succeed in 

tearing us away from it. The ideas 
-we defend ?will be cons its ideas. 
They will find their expression in 
the program of the ConBoaltt Inter- 
. nat ionLil , " (Third Is t orriat ional 
-After Lenin, p, 166.) 

Uo one isill deny that the Trot- 
skyitafl a topped calling themselvea a 

faction o; the "Co-intern," end decid- 
ing for complete independence from it, 
set up a "fourth International." As 
everybody knows, tho "Comintern" never 

accepted Trotsky's ideas ubioh are 
that he represent a Leninism and that 
Stalin represents opportunism* 



Y\j% have presented a eorias of 

Trotsky's false prognoses on 
some of the most outstanding political 
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problerca of the present historical 
period. These prognoses were made 
over a period of years ranging fret: 

1923 to 1933,' One of the above prog- 
noses, that the Soviet State and the 
' "Cora intern" could be reformed, consti- 
tuted a' thesis uhich was fundamental 
in Trotsky 1 " entire, political system. 
This prognoeia, in. Trotsky's formu- 
lations, was said to govern the exist- 
ence of the Trotsky movement as a 
"faction of the Comintern. 1 * Thi s 
prognosis was given by Trotsky as the 
tapis for urging "critical" .support to 
the Stalinist organisations' including 
the "Comintern, 11 The falsity of this 
prognosis was proof that under Trot- 
sky' b l&aderahip the ant i- Stalinist 
workers had been sent en a wild goose 
chase* How, then, did , the Trotsky 
leadership react to the refutation by 
history of their false prognoses? Did 
it take the course of honest , genuine 
leaders of the working' class or that 
Of charlatans and opportunists? 

In October 1934, during tha 
crucial period when the Trotsky move- 
moat was shifting its line, the 
Enlarged Plenum of the L.C.T. ofatedi- 

"There has been* no .major 
question on ivhioh the analysis and 

prognosis of the ' Bolshevik 
Leninists £iie., the Trotskyists - 

J.C.HT] have not bean confirmed*" 

(Declaration of Enlarged Plenum of 
L.C.I. , October 1934*) 

Here is a clear-cut example of the 
demagogic effort of the Trotsky lead- 
ership to conceal the deadly character 



q£ the false analyses and prognoses it 
had bear, giving the workers. The af- 
fectation of infallibility on major 
questions v.'as so strenuously exagger- 
ated precisely because there was so 
Much .guilt to conceal. She above 

specimen of pretentious self- inflation 
vjas not an isolated case* Several 
months before, the Trotsky leadership 
on another occasion proclaimed :- 

"The GOJfflSMHESS of our methods, 
our PUSDICTIOKS and our slogans 
have been incont est ably proved 
through the entire ■ historic 
development of "the last ten years, 
that is, the -period of the degener- 
ation and decay of the Communist 
International t" (Statement of the 
Into mat i on al Score tar i at of the 
League 'Of Goiraun Is ^International- 
ists, The 1'ilitant, March 31, 1934, 
% capitals - J,C*H.) 

Ao we have indicated before, 
there is nothing criminal in making a 
mistake in analysis and prognosis. 
But it is downright dishonesty to palm 
off wrong predict lens as correct. The 
above a tat em ait, in a uftiol eu ale, 
sweeping, most brazen manner doea 
precisely that. With this deception 
and trickery fashioned in the typical 
style of Stalinist bur oc rat a, 
Trotsky's "Fourth International" was 
launched. On the basis of such 
conscious and deliberate fraud, 
it exists today and continueo its 
function of misleading the worker a. 

J* C. Hunter 
August 27, 1941 



